
       Licensing of NJ Tree Experts and Tree Care Operators  

CONSUMERS: CHECK BEFORE YOU HIRE! 

Any business that provides tree care services for hire in the state of New Jersey shall be 

registered with the NJ Board of Tree Experts and have, in its employ, at least one full time 

Licensed Tree Expert or Licensed Tree Care Operator, depending on the services that are 

offered.  Please call the Board of Tree Experts to verify that a business is registered and licensed 

under the law. Call us at (732) 534-0982 or email us at njtreeexperts@gmail.com for more 

information. 

It is important to make sure that the company is qualified to do tree work and fully insured in 

case an accident happens. Incorrect tree work can predispose your trees to many future problems, 

including tree failure.  In addition, many homeowner policies will not cover injuries or damage 

done by an under-insured tree care contractor, which may leave the financial burden on the 

homeowner. 

Click here to go directly to the Directory of Licensees and Businesses that are in compliance 

with the Law. 

Licensing legislation was proposed by industry groups and passed by the New Jersey legislature 

on January 16, 2010. The legislation is known as the Tree Expert and Tree Care Operators 

Licensing Act and on April 17, 2017, the Tree Expert and Tree Care Operators Licensing Law's 

rules were adopted and promulgated. 

The Act creates a licensing program under which individuals may become Licensed Tree Experts 

(LTEs) or Licensed Tree Care Operators (LTCOs) by passing an examination and demonstrating 

good moral character. Licensees will be required to complete continuing education requirements, 

abide by standards of professional conduct and ethics, and adhere to safety standards, as well as 

industry practice standards. No individual shall represent himself or herself to the public as a 

licensed tree expert or a licensed tree care operator or use any title, designation, word(s), letter, 

or abbreviations tending to indicate that such individual is a licensed tree expert or a licensed tree 

care operator without obtaining licensure as a tree expert by the Board of Tree Experts. 

Tree care services in New Jersey are defined by the Act as meaning tree care operator services 

and tree expert services as established by N.J.S.A. 45:15C-11 et seq. Licensed Tree Experts can 

perform tree expert services which means and includes tree pruning, repairing, brush cutting or 

removal, tree removal, stump grinding or removal, tree establishment, fertilization, cabling and 

bracing, lightning protection, consulting, diagnosis, and treatment of tree problems or diseases, 

tree management during site planning and development, tree assessment and risk management, 

and application of pesticides or any other form of tree maintenance. Licensed Tree Care 

Operators can perform tree care operator services which means and includes tree pruning, 

repairing, brush cutting or removal, tree removal, and stump grinding or removal. 
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