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MEETING OF THE 
BOROUGH OF WEST LONG BRANCH 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Shade Tree Commission (STC) of the Borough of West Long Branch 
was convened on February 13, 2020 in the Borough Hall Council Chambers.   
 
Present:     Ellen Whitford   

    Rachel McCarthy 
                           Melanie Engel   
     

  
 
Shade Tree Commission Meeting 6:30 PM 
 
A. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.  

 

B. Site Plan Review   

1. The following plans were reviewed with the Environmental Committee: 

o Informal review of the ‘Old Sheehan’ property. 

o There was no STC feedback on this review. 

 

C.  Shade Tree Administrative Matters: 

1. Attendance: Ellen, Rachel and Melanie were in attendance. 

2. It was determined that there were the following in-kind hours to be logged: EW (4) RM (4) 

ME (2).    

3. January 9th minutes were reviewed and approved. 

 

D.  Unfinished Business: 
 
1. Renewal of 5 Year NJ Forestry Management Plan  

a. Ellen provided some changes to William Brash. 

b. The revised version needs to be reviewed and approved by Mayor and Council. 

c. Kellie to pull together in-kind hours for all of 2019 and send to Ellen. 

2. Green Team  

a. No update this month. 

3. Tree Planting for 2020 

a. No update this month. 

4. Site inspections - Public Safety 
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a. No updates on these items from previous meetings: 

i. Jim Miller has recommended WLB having a permit required to remove trees. 

Ellen to ask Mr. Brash for examples of similar permits.  

ii. Ellen to make suggestion to Jim to maybe attend one of the STC meetings to 

discuss the tree removal issues. 

iii. Rachel Contacted USDA about pollinator for Owens property. The grants to go 

non-profits only. We will need to contact our Conservation group at Monmouth 

Conservation Foundation that does work for Owens and they can apply for 

WLB STC 

5. 2020 Annual Report 

a. No update this month. 

6. Budget 2020 

a. Ellen provided this information, via a memo, to the Borough. 

7. Emerald Ash Tree 

a. The Emerald Ash letter has been approved by the Borough. The letter now needs to 

be sent to the appropriate WLB residents. Rachel will pull these names out of the 

report from Ellen. Kellie emailed the Borough regarding whether the STC or the 

Borough should send these letters. 

8. Membership 

a. The STC is down one more member, having just 3 members. STC will need to 

consider communication plans to recruit some new members. 

b. Melanie posted on the WLB Facebook page that STC is looking for members and 

received 4 responses of interest.  

 

 E.  New Business:   

 Tree on Woods/Parker 

o A WLB resident has complained that a tree on the corner of Woods Road and 

Parker Road has ivy on it and it is obstructing views for making a turn onto Parker 

Road. The STC will investigate this complaint. 

 Maker Fair 

o A request came via email from the Media Specialist for the WLB Schools to 

participate in their Maker Fair on March 19.  

o The STC discussed this request and a decision was made to participate, offering 

a Corn Hole game for kids, with Seeds as a prize. 
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 Arbor Day 

o The STC will discuss at the March meeting.  

 

 F.   Public Comment  

 None  

 

  G.   Meeting Adjournment  

 The meeting was adjourned by Ellen and approved by all at 8:00 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  
 
           
Kellie Campbell 
STC Secretary  


